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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CARACAS 6234 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIRVE 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PANAM 747 CARGO SERVICE TO MARACAIBO 

1 . DIRECTOR OF AIR TRANSPORT HAS INFORMED PANAM CARACAS TODAY 
THAT AUTHORITY FOR B-747 ALL-CARGO SERVICE TO MARACAIBO IS BEING 
DENIED BECAUSE OF TECHNICAL REASONS AND BECAUSE OF FAILURE TO 
ADHERE TO THE 30-DAY TIME INTERVAL STIPULATED IN MEMORANDUM OF 
CONSULTATION OF DECEMBER 21, 1971. 

2. THE TECHNICAL REASONS WERE NOT CITED BUT VERBALLY HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN AS RELATED TO RUNWAY RESISTANCE (INADEQUTE TO 
SUPPORT A LOADED B-747) AND TO LOCATION OF CERTAIN LIGHTS. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: THE AIRPORT AT MARACAIBO IS CERTIFICATED 
FOR AIRCRAFT UP TO DC-8-63 SIZE, ALTHOUGH VENEZUELAN AUTHORITIES 
HAVE NOT ENFORCED THIS CERTIFICATION LIMIT. AND VIASA REGULARLY 
FLIES THE HEAVIER DC- 10-30 INTO THE AIRPORT. IN VIEW OF THIS 

CASUAL OFFICIAL APPROACH, THE TECHNICAL REASONS GIVEN FOR REFUSAL 
COULD BE A PRETENSE. HOWEVER, THE AIRPORT MANAGER OF MARACAIBO 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE DOUBTS THAT RUNWAY AND TAXIWAY HAVE SUF- 
FICIENT RESISTANCE FOR A 747 CARGO AIRCRAFT. HE KNEW KNOTHING 
ABOUT A PROBLEM WITH LIGHTS. 

4. EMBASSY HAS RECOMMENDED THAT PANAM FOLLOW TWO APPROACHES: 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CARACA 06234 032139Z 

(A) OFFER TO MAKE AVAILABLE A PANAM EXPERT ON AIRPORTS TO 
ASSIST GOV IN DETERMINING WHETHER TECHNICAL PROBLEMS DO EXIST; 
AND (B) DISCUSS WITH PANAM HEADQUARTERS POSSIBILITY OF REFILING, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 30-DAY DEADLINE. 
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